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Presidentôs Report December 2011 

 

As another successful year for the Wooden 
Boat Guild of Tasmania comes to a close, Judy 
and I would like to wish all members and friends 
a very Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New 
Year. 

It has been a very 
busy month with our 
members attending 
the inaugural 
Triabunna Seafest 
and the Huon Show 
on the same week-
end. Good numbers 
turned up at both 
events, our sales 
were good and 
wooden boats were 
on display, used and 
talked about with a 
wide range of peo-
ple. Thanks to all 
who took part. The 
reports will be else-

where in this Skeg. With all the sales at 
Triabunna and Ranelagh as well as a couple of 
bulk orders from maritime museums, stocks of 
our very successful model kits have been heavi-
ly depleted. 

 

With the purchase of 1.5 tonnes of lead (ex 
Belle Brandon) we now have all we need to fin-
ish the Terra Linna. Noel has work to do on 
Farewell and with Christmas and the holiday 
season to come, we can look forward to a 
launching sometime early next year. 

 

I heard about an unfinished wooden boat pro-
ject recently. If any member or one of their 
friends is interested in completing a Snook 22 
please contact me. The hull is double diagonal 
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ply and ready to be turned over. 

 

Membersô boats were well represented at the 
Mawson Flotilla [thanks to our President volun-
teering to manage the ñVintage Boatò Class] on 
the Derwent on 2nd December. Celebrating 100 
years to the day since Douglas Mawson set sail 
for Antarctica in the S Y Aurora, the Australian 
Antarctic Division organized a spectacular sail 
past with the salute taken by the Governor on the 
Egeria. I had the job of organizing the Vintage 
division which 
included 12 
boats led by 
Westward 
from the Tas-
manian Mari-
time Museum, 
Brian and Eva 
were on the 
steam yacht 
Preana, Rob 
sailed Vanity 
(which looked 
magnificent in company with Gypsy)and new 
members Bob and Glenda Beresford had a great 

day on Latura.  
Ben had 
Saona up 
from Kettering 
and I was 
lucky enough 
to be part of 
Peterôs crew 
on Seaspray.  
Lew Garnham 
sailed his 

cruising yacht in the Eastern Division. The weath-
er was great 
and the specta-
cle fantastic. 
Congratulations 
to all who orga-
nized or took 
part in this 
event. 

 

Westward and Vanity get ready to form up 

for the Mawson Flotilla. 
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Vanity and Gypsy  warming up. 
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Seaspray approaching Secheron Point 
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couraging to see that we are not the only ones row-
ing, motoring, sailing and exploring new waterways 
as well as restoring and repairing. 
 

Our last meeting was well attended and the talk giv-

en by Mark Risby about Vexillology and the early 

signal flags of Hobart was a cracker. The meeting 

reported that we had obtained a quantity of lead for 

the Terra Linna, which had been ballast for the Bell-

brandon and we had two new members voted in, 

both from Victoria, Bob Beresford, new owner of 

Latura and Bob Hamilton who is a regular AWBF 

visitor. 

Recently, the Guild was fortunate enough to sell a 

quantity of our Wooden Boat Kits to the Devonport 

Maritime Museum and just this week the Australian 

National Maritime Museum in Sydney placed an 

order for twenty kits for their Museum Shop. We 

might have to have another model working bee in 

the New Year! 

I was fortunate enough to be a participant in the 

Mawson Centenary Flotilla as were several other 

Guild members, what a great event and to top it all 

off the weather was fantastic as well. We all stood 

on the fore deck of Emeritus 11 and as the instruc-

tions indicated.... ñWhen passing, all crews are re-

quested to provide an enthusiastic óHURRAHô for His 

Excellency the Governorò, and we did just that! 

There is no meeting this month so our next meeting 

will be on Monday 16 January at 1800hrs [new 

format as per Presidentôs report]. Donôt forget the 

Launceston Wooden Boat Rally on January 21 and 

22, then the Kettering Wooden Boat Rally on 11, 12 

and 13 February 2012. 

And finally, as the year draws to an end, both Cher-

yl and I would like to wish all the Wooden Boat 

Guild of Tasmania and other Wooden Boat Associ-

ation members, all the very best for the Festive 

Season and fair boating weather for the Ney Year.   

Whatôs that I hear you say Cheryl?....yes, I know, 

thank you for all your assistance and patience 

throughout the year. 

 

Roscoe 

 

Your Committee has 
decided to try an 
alternative meeting 
structure from the 
first meeting in Jan-
uary. The Commit-
tee will meet on a 
different day and 
normal Meeting 
days (the third Mon-

day of the month), will commence with a BYO sau-
sage sizzle and chat at 6pm. Our meetings will start 
at 7pm with our guest speaker first. Any business 
will be completed quickly after that. This changed 
structure should help our members get home earlier 
and reduce some of the double dealing that hap-
pens now. It should also facilitate more social inter-
action for those who come at 6. I hope members 
find this new arrangement suitable and we get a 
few more along to meetings. 

 

President       

Graeme Hunt   

 

 

Secretaryôs December 2011 Report 

Where has the year gone? You might well ask..... 

As Secretary of the Guild I am lucky enough to re-

ceive all the newsletters (which are available in the 

Guild library at the cottage, for all members to read) 

from our wooden boat brothers and sisters on the 

mainland and one from New Zealand and the USA.  

I feel compelled to share with you this following little 

snippet written by Tim Langley for the Picton Clink-

er and Classic Boat Club (NZ) newsletter. 

 ñI have a theory why time seems to speed up and 
years seem to go by faster. When we were one 
year old a year was our total experience, our whole 
consciousness. By the time we were 5 a year was a 
fifth of our total experience; by 12 only a twelfth and 
by 30 a mere thirtieth. By the time we are 70 a sin-
gle year is one seventieth, a tiny part of our con-
sciousness. Because consciousness always re-
mains constant, the discerning of a single year as 
an ever decreasing interval of it is interpreted by the 
mind as time accelerating.ò  
 
I reckon the best way to try and slow things down a 
little is to just go and muck around with boats, large 
or small. The Guild has had a great year with plenty 
of outings and going by the other Wooden Boat As-
sociations, they have done the same. It is very en-

Latura in the Flotilla 
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Last monthôs question was: The replica of HM 
Bark Endeavour has:  1) no engines  2) three sin-
gle cylinder Yamaha MD5Y diesel engines  3) 
two 3406B Caterpillar marine diesel engines 

 

And the correct answer for that is: The replica 
of HM Bark Endeavour is fitted with twin turbo-
charged, six cylinder,400hp 3406B Caterpillar 
marine diesel engines with Twin Disc gearboxes. 

 

Questions courtesy Jim Broadside from AFLOAT 

 

Secretaries Trivia:  He broke into song because 
he couldnôt find the key....  

 

Roscoe 

 

Terra Linna  December Report 

At the recent WBGT Picnic in the Park it was de-

cided to discuss in detail the plans for the launch 

of the Terra Linna. Considering work to complete 

for launching and that we need to give sponsors 

reasonable advance warning of the launch it was 

decided that we would aim for a March 2012 

launch. Although this was disappointing for some 

when you consider the practicalities of work to 

complete, the Christmas break and that high pro-

file guests who need to be invited I feel it was the 

right decision. Sme of the work to be completed 

includes; 

1. Fitting of two bilge pumps and battery/solar 

back up for one pump and suitable housing 

for both pumps. 

2. Some finishing of the cockpit sole 

3. Final fixing of the Bow Sprit 

4. Fitting and fixing of Thwarts 

5. Fabricating and fitting of the Centre Board 

lifting gear 

6. Fabricating and fixing of the travel or bridle 

7. Some form of alternative propulsion includ-

ing a scull 

8. Checking of the hull for potential leaks 

9. Casting and fitting of the external keel bal-

last. 

10. Final hull, topsides and deck painting touch 

ups 

11. Hull anti fouling 

12. Preparation for Masts, spars, rigging and 

sails, however, these will be fitted after the 

launch. 

13. Designing and fabricating a cockpit cover. 

14. Purchase and fitting of ground tackle 

15. Secure a trailer to transport her to the launch 

16. Tidy up the area and temporary shed so Noel 

and Noelene get their yard back. 

So we still have quite a bit to do and members 

are urged to attend working bees to ensure we 

meet our launch target! 

 

Following last months report of the purchase of suffi-

cient lead for our ballast Ainesley and Ros Smith 

have hosted a lead casting day and plan for another 

early in the new year.   

 

The following is an account of the first Casting Day 

by Brian Marriott. 

 

A brief report on the working bee to cast ballast for 
the Terra Linna 

 

Ainesley has worked hard to create a neat little cast-
ing set-up at his property at Sandford. He's done a 
great job, but we discovered that it's still a work in 
progress. He has a drum mounted over a fire as a 
melting pot, on an angle so that the molten lead col-
lects towards one end. It has a clever arrangement of 
pipes for pouring the lead into the mould when ready. 

 

For today's effort, Ainesely had constructed a mould 
for the main ballast "beams" that are to be bolted to 
the keel. These are to be long and thin, and each will 
contain about 130kg of lead. The mould is made of 
timber, and lined with silicone to protect the mould. 
Because of its shape, it had to be carefully levelled 
(on Ainesley's sloping ground) so that the final object 
would be consistent in thickness. 

 

By the time I got there sometime after 10:00am, 
Ainesley had the fire going and the lead in the pot 
was starting to melt. We soon discovered the first 
problem - lead was weeping out of one of the joints in 
the casting pipes. We were able to limit the flow 
somewhat, but couldn't stop it. In the end we just let it 
drip into an ingot mould, and put it back into the pot 
each time a mould filled up. 

 

The next problem we discovered was that we could-
n't get the heat from the fire concentrated round the 
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pot. Sundry BBQ plates and piles of brick were 
added to contain 
and control the 
flames. Then we 
discovered some-
thing in the pot 
that wouldn't melt 
- it turned out to 
be the lump of 
concrete that 
Ainesley had 
poured into the 
lowest section of 
the pot to prevent 
lead being wasted 
below the outlet 
pipe. The heat 
had caused it to 
become unstuck 
from the drum 
base and, of course, it floated on the lead! 

 

We also discovered that not all wheel balancing 
weights are made of lead. Some don't melt, but 
they float on lead... 

 

The last obstacle was that we couldn't get 
enough heat out of the fire. Some creative think-
ing on Ros' part lead us to setting up a leaf blow-
er on idle as a bellows substitute. This got things 
moving and we were finally getting a decent 
quantity of liquid lead in the pot. By this stage, 
Millard and Amanda had arrived to help. 

 

At about 1:30pm we decided that we had enough 
lead in the pot to do the first big pour (after an 
earlier small experimental one that mostly went 
back into the pot via the ground :-). The mould 
was put in place and the pipe lowered. Lead ran 
out, in a controllable way, and we were able to fill 
the mould very neatly. Just as we were starting to 
congratulate ourselves, the molten lead started to 
behave like a lava pond, bubbling and splattering 
molten metal about. It seemed that the silicone 

was not suf-
ficient to pro-
tect the tim-
ber mould, 
and the 
wood was 
burning be-
neath the 
lead. This 
was con-
firmed by the 
woodsmoke 

coming out of the bubbles. 

 

At that point, we decided that a new, metal (or at least 
metal lined) mould was needed, so we left the ingot to 
cool and went inside for a well-earned cup of tea. 

 

To be continued... 

Following this report Millard asked to add this to Bri-

anôs comments; 

John Bishop suggested some kind of bellows would 
be necessary for the fire. (He has his uses after all.) 
 
The subsequent turning out of the lead from the 
mould revealed that it was probably the silicon lining 
which was causing the outgassing, not the wood. The 
wooden mould will be sufficient with a lime wash coat-
ing as Noel suggested. 
 
From the editors knowledge of working with much 
lead, and training, in another life, I would suggest the 
outgassing was in fact due to dampness of the wood 
which would have heated and turned to steam, Tis 
can prove very dangerous as it can propel molten 
lead some distance burning workers along the way. 
Not very pleasant. 
 
So next time round it will be imperative that the wood-
en mould is completely dry. That includes dampness 
that can not be seen. 
 
Secondly Noel is partially correct but I would suggest 
we make a slurry of Plumbers Smudge and paint this 
into the mould at east a week before casting. With 
recoats between castings. 
 
Plumbers smudge is designed to repel lead and ren-
der a heat barrier. It is a mixture of  a lime slurry and 
Carbon Oxide. The carbon Oxide helps create a heat 
barrier and can be extracted from charcoal. More 
about quantities soon. 
 
Also all of the fittings have finally arrived for the fabri-
cation of the hawse. I will attend to this in early Janu-
ary. 
 
Well done to all who ave helped and many thanks to 
Ros and Ainesley for setting up the casting equipment 
and hosting the day, great effort and much appreciat-
ed. 

 

Peter Higgs 

 

From the Editors Desk  

December 2011 

Ainesley stirring the pot 
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The pour begins 
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 For many of my years involvement in the WBGT 
and the AWBF there has been talk of how do we 
engage youth in our wooden boat programs be they 
building, restoration or wooden boats on the water. 
It has been pretty well just talk! 

Last Wednesday, for the AWBF, I was invited to the 
hand over of Feather Boats at the Kingston High-
school, a program developed and implemented by 
Ian Johnston and Cathy Hawkins. The program was 
funded by the Flexible Learning Network Program 
of the Department of Education, Tasmania. I was 
invited to attend on behalf of Steve Knight, Chair-
man of the AWBF who had a previous engagement. 
I was lucky. 

It also attracted several community sponsors and of 
course the owners  who entrusted the building of 
their boats to the students and Ian. Their faith and 
$ôs were well rewarded! 

The 
Feather 
Boat pro-
gram was 
planed by 
Ian and 
Cathy to 
provide a 
hands on 
challenge 
to stu-
dents who 
may not 

be so inclined to follow an academic career. For 
one who now works in Vocational Education and 
Training and a living product of education that 
shunned me when I did not want an academic ca-
reer the Feather program confirmed wih me the true 
value of vocational education for students that way 
inclined. 

On the day, the pride the young students had in 
their finished products came shining through loud 
and clear. But not only had the program improved 
their self respect and confidence it had assisted 
them in achieving many ñwork readyò skills includ-
ing, 

¶ A good work ethic 

¶ Respect for fellow students, tutors, boat own-
ers and community in general 

¶ Trade calculations 

¶ Project management 

¶ Plan reading 

¶ Communication 

¶ Woodworking and finishing skills 

What great outcomes for the students, the school, 

their parents and the Tasmanian Department of ed-
ucation. 

I strongly commend to all WBGT members that if we 
are serious about engaging with youth to meet our 
Guildôs goals we could no better than to fully sup-
port Ian and Cathy in expanding this program. 

Well done and congratulations to all involved. 

 

VALE 

Sadly, through Robin Singletons brother, we heard 
of the passing of Stan Field. Stan was the donor of 
Westward to the Maritime Museum of Tasmania. He 
had owned Westward in Northern Queensland for 
many years, however, as time moved on Stan was 
keen to hand the boat back to her Island of origin. 
What a great gift! Vale Stan. 

Peter Higgs 

Editor 

Rowing Event Report ï December 

2011 
Christmas in the ParkðMariners Cottage 

Photos Peter Higgs 

Despite the day being overcast and threatening rain 

all day all who attended the Christmas in the Park 

function had a great time. The weather was still de-

The Feather dinghys at the hand over ceremony with 

the builders and owners 
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ciding if it was Spring or summer and consequently 

no boats arrived for rowing but the food and drinks 

were just great. The following photos attest to the 

success of the day. 

 

 

Next Rowing Day 

¶ January 21/22, 2012 Launceston Wooden Boat Rally 

¶ February 11, 12, 13th 2012 Kettering Wooden Boat 

Rally, Kettering Yacht Club, http://

www.kyc.yachting.org.au/?Page=54119 

 

 

Last meetings presentation pr`ecis 

A great presentation of Private Murphyôs early Ho-

bart  Port  Signal Flags and including the Van Die-

man Land flag that many members were not aware 

of. 

The presentation was made by Mark Risby, a prac-

ticing Vexillologist of Hobart. 

If members wish to contact Mark for further infor-

mation please contact the editor. 

 

For Sale: 

Eltin Ronan - Eltin Ronan for  sale. Sheôs been a 

big/little restoration job for a boat with a lot of histo-

ry. Looking for a mad keen wooden boater to take 

her on and maintain her as part of Tasmaniaôs 

Maritime history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great rowing boat and prepared to negotiate the 

price. 

Contact Peter on 0419803317 

 

 

http://www.kyc.yachting.org.au/?Page=54119
http://www.kyc.yachting.org.au/?Page=54119

