
A
p

ri
l 
2
0
1
9
 

Seasalter a classic 40 ft ketch built in Adelaide in 1937 to a Harrison 

Butler design 

See story inside of her restoration. 

Scuttlebutt 
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Jon Bell 
 

  April 2019  

About 24 members attended the start of the February meeting, the num-
bers swelling to nearly 40 by the end.  This may suggest more people look 
forward to the end of the meeting than the start, which gives yours truly 
some cause for deep and meaningful reflection, or it might be that some 
people need to order dinner a bit earlier.  Or both. 

At a previous meeting, Terry Lance had asked about replacing a missing 
curved lens in a “tin-box”-style navigation lamp.  The various answers were 
not exactly elucidating and he set out to find a solution.  Last month he 
presented, both theoretically and practically, the result of his labours and 
very successful they appear to have been. 

Sitting on the table next to the nav lamp display was Lot 1 for the Instant 
Auction, a working water pump for an on-board toilet which was, in the 
words of its owner, “more trouble than it was worth” (the head, not the 
pump!).  Some spirited bidding ended at $10; maybe Nick Lawther is going 
to build a boat around it when he gets back.  Terry Lance relaxed when he 
was sure his nav lamp display was not going to become Lot 2. 

Peter Matthews gave a brief report on the Bantry Bay raft-up, to the extent 
that he was the only one there (somewhat unsurprisingly given the weath-
er) although a few other members claimed to have started, or thought 
about starting out, but deferred to good seamanship and stayed ashore0 
Thanks for turning up with the BBQ, Peter, even if it did stay on board.   

Alan Stannard reported that his proposed WBA Protex Cruise up the Lane 
Cove River had to be cancelled owing to the high late cancellation costs.  
However, the event is still being run by the SHF and at the time of writing 
there were 3 places left with several tickets having been purchased by WBA 
members.  If you still wish to go it’s worth a call! If you think this event is 
something you might support in the future, please let me know so we can 
gauge interest. 

The software commonality gremlins meant that we were unable to present 
Grant Holmes’ exercise in “lateral thinking with copper nails”, but is some-
thing to look forward to for the next meeting. 

Ross McLean then presented his updated version of Thunderstorms 101, 
with a number of ominous cloud photographs and the revised advice that 

lightning can strike even further away from the storm centre than previous-
ly published.  Even 20kms is not a wholly safe distance.  A lively Q&A ses-
sion ended the talk.  If you were unable to attend but would like a copy of 
the handout please email me on president@wbansw.asn.au.   

The raffle was won by Jon Bell, runner up David Baldwin.  Each meeting has 
a financial cost to the Association and the raffles and auctions help to off-
set this, so thanks to all the members that support these activities by sell-
ing and buying tickets and donating auction items. 

Andy Green from the SHF was to be our next speaker, but will be sailing to 
the USA at that time.   Peter Gossell has kindly volunteered to step in with 
some more extracts from the “Diary of the SHF Superintendent of Works”.  
Daylight saving will end a couple of days before so remember to change 
your clocks and order dinner early. 

Until then, Happy Building (or stripping, sanding, painting, polishing o 
even, hopefully, boating!) 

 

 

 

Opinions and advice expressed in this publication and the Association’s meetings are those of the individual originator’s only.   The Editor 

and the Association’s Committee do not necessarily endorse views expressed in this publication or at such forums. 

Copyright may be owned by the original author or the Wooden Boat Association Inc. 

Participation in events organized by the Association may involve certain risks which include the possibility of harm or damage to vessels, 

equipment or persons inherently associated with the perils of the sea or weather.   Such risks will require the exercise of the prior 

judgment of members on behalf of themselves, their guests and invitees whether to commence or continue any particular activity 

irrespective of information supplied by Association officers. 
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One new member joined last month. 

Gavin Romanis of Seaforth who is restoring a timber ferry formally 
known as the Macquarie Princess. 

We look forward to seeing you at our meetings. 

mailto:president@wbansw.asn.au
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Early December, 2018 found us in Melbourne for the Escher X Nendo 
Exhibition at the National Gallery of Victoria and to catch up with a niece 
and her new baby. We also managed a ferry ride to Williamstown and a 
wander along the St Kilda Pier. 

On the last morning of the trip, we took a chance and caught a taxi out to 
the Alma Doepel Restoration project in the Docklands area of Melbourne. 
The project has an excellent website: http://almadoepel.com.au/. We were 
fortunate to be given a guided tour of the large warehouse adjacent to 
the ship (Shed 2 North Wharf Road, Docklands). 

The history of the Alma Doepel can be found on the website. The follow-
ing photo-essay will hopefully do justice to the excellent work being done 
by the project team. 

 

 

 

 

Mishaps with small craft are not a modern phenomenon: this photo of a 
yacht’s mast tangled in Alma Doepel’s bowsprit was taken on the Der-
went in January 1934. 

 

 

Spotted Gum 
planking tim-
ber has been 
obtained in 
lengths just 
over 6 metres 

 

 

 

 

 

Bronze 

bolts and 

metal 

‘knees’ 

for the 

centre-

case were 

removed 

for treat-

ment and 

reuse. 

 

 

 

 

Laminated 

frames are 

used exten-

sively in the 

restoration. 

Samples 

from each 

frame were 

labeled and 

stored. 

 

 

Over   

Alma Doepel Restoration 

from Peter Widders 

The Alma Doepel is on a 
barge secured to North 
Wharf 2 at Docklands. 

The Alma Doepel is on a barge secured to North Wharf 2 at Docklands. 

Hull ceiling, framing and stem construction in full view. 

A well-organised work site 

http://almadoepel.com.au/
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While strolling down the Prince of Wales Marina in Hobart prior to the 
Wooden Boat Festival my eye was taken by a classic old wooden ketch 
with some very impressive bronze castings, which is something rarely 
seen these days, and at closer inspection, it became evident that this boat 
had undergone a major rebuild in recent years.  I introduced myself to 
the owner and soon discovered that not only the boat had a very inter-
esting story to tell but the owner also had a tale or two.  The boat was 
Seasalter a 40 ft ketch built in 1937 in Adelaide to a Harrison Butler de-
sign.  She saw duty during the war as a port patrol boat and then in 1949 

sailed in the Sydney to Hobart yacht race coming 6th out of 12 boats.  
Originally a ketch she was changed to a sloop in 1947 and raced and 
cruised for many years out of Melbourne and Bass Strait.  She is now back 
to her original configuration, all due to her current owner Jay Lawry. 

Jay, now 64, was brought up in Western Australia and has been around 
boats most of his life.  Although he is not a qualified shipwright, he has 
been involved with timber boat restorations for most of his working life. 
For four years he worked at the Western Australian Maritime Museum 

restoring wooden boats donated to the Museum by the public.  He has 
worked on many projects ranging from surf boats to yachts, all around 

the world, including two years teaching at a 
boat building school on the East coast of 
America, and later establishing a wooden boat 
school in New Zealand. 

When his father died in 1992 his mother sug-
gested they buy a boat and sail around the 
world The boat they brought was ‘Mavourneen’ 
a Maurice Griffiths, 32 ft timber sloop built in 
Hobart in 1946.  Together (his mother was 78 
at the time) they set off, sailing from Perth to 
Malaysia, through the Red sea to the Med and 
then with the mast down through the canals of 
France, to Norway, Poland and many countries 
in between.  Jay`s mother left the boat in Tur-
key and Jay found work in different places, 
including delivering a yacht to the east coast of 
America for a Turkish millionaire.  He also 
worked in England as a boat builder over a 
winter to raise the money to continue cruising.  
Jay then sailed Mavourneen solo across the 
Atlantic and through the Panama and across 
the Pacific to Rarotonga where his mother re-
joined him to sail to Fiji.  Then, Jay sailed single 
handed to New Zealand.  As Jay sailed into the 
Bay of Islands, he noticed a yacht with a bold 

sheer which he 
thought at the 
time should 
have a bow-
sprit! Little did 
he know that 8 
years later he 
would be the 
owner of 
Seasalter. 

When Jay ar-
rived in New 
Zealand, he and 
a couple of 
other fellows 
started the New 
Zealand Mari-
time Restora-
tion School Trust, which Jay would go on to run for 13 years.  Meanwhile, 

My Boat - Seasalter 
by Phil Heaney 
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Seasalter had made a few 
trips to the Pacific, but her 
owner was getting old.  
Whilst visiting his son in 
the South Island a violent 
storm broke Seasalter’s 
mooring and swept her 
onto the rocks.  When 
told that his boat had 
been wrecked the owner 
had a heart attack on the 
phone and died. Jay did 
not particularly want the 
boat but the owner’s son 
more or less had to give it 
away and, after Jay did 
some research on the 
boat, he decided she was 
worth rebuilding, so he 
brought her in 2007.Work 
could not start straight 
away as Jay had to go 
back to Perth to look after 
his mother who was now 
in her 90`s and ailing.  In 
2013 Jay returned to New 

Zealand and along with his partner Pam started rebuilding Seasalter. 

Seasalter was well built with Huon Pine planking and copper roved fas-
tened.  She is 40ft on deck, 11ft.6 beam and 7ft draft.  When jay started 
the restoration, he knew there would be a lot of work ahead but he was 
determined to do the right thing by the vessel.  Seasalter has heavy 
wooden floors spaced every four feet and between these were two 
forged iron floors.  These were found to be rusted out and the timber 
frames underneath were rotten.  Jay scarfed in new frames and replaced 
the steel floors with cast bronze floors, with bronze fastenings.  He re-

moved the plywood deck which revealed a laid sprung deck underneath.  
This was also rotten as were all the beams and carlines.  Jay installed new 
beams and laid a new plywood deck consisting of two layers of 9mm 
plywood epoxy glued.  He did not take the plywood right to the outside 
but instead put in a margin board which takes the bulwarks.  Jay then 

built a new cabin to the original drawings and also new masts and spars 
with hand spliced galvanised rigging.  She is now back to being a ketch, 
with the long missing bowsprit. 

The feature that first caught my eye, the cast bronze fittings, chain plates, 
bowsprit and mast fittings as well as the deck fittings were all cast from 
patterns made by Jay.  Jay and Pam estimate that the restoration involved 
about 14,000 hours and cost $180,000.  She was re-launched in 2015 

Since she was relaunched Jay has sailed her to New Caledonia, across to 
Cairns, around to Perth and then to Hobart mostly all solo.  Then he went 
to Perth to restore a 45 ft cruiser which his partner Pam now owns.  He 
then sailed Seasalter to Sydney and then to Paynesville for the 2018 Clas-
sic Boat Festival there and afterwards back to Hobart for the 2019 Wood-
en Boat Festival.  Jay’s ultimate plan is to sail Seasalter through the Pacific 
to the Bering Straits and then to B.C.  where he would like to scatter his 
mother’s ashes. From there to Panama and then across to Poole where 
the Harrison Butler Association are based to show them the boat. 

There is one more adventure which should be mentioned.  After Jay and 
Pam had finished Seasalter, he restored Mavourneen and in 2018 set off 
from New Zealand with a crew of two to sail her to Australia. When 20 
miles from the coast they hit something and she started to take water Jay 
hoped to get her ashore but it became obvious she would not make it 
and he had to put out a mayday.  She sank 5 miles from the shore in 85 
metres of water.  It was sad to see the boat that had taken him around 
the world end in such a way.  They were picked up before she went down.   

Phil Heaney  Shipwright. 

 

 

 

 

 

Based on a series of highly popular articles written for Classic Boat Magazine, this witty 
collection recalls some of the incidents the author has survived in over half a century of 
messing about in boats. 

Most sailors will find something to relate to in these escapades 
from around the world and they will bring a wry smile to any 
boaters lips.  The author’s wonderfully witty cartoons help 
bring these anecdotes to life. 

All these stories are true so WBA member 
Alan Williams writes under a pen name so 
that his asrchitectural clients do not think 
they are entrusting their work to a 
seagoing Mr Bean.  Copies are available 
from Boat Books in Crows Nest at $24.95 
or less on Amazon.  WBA members can get 
copies from Alan at meetings for $ 20. 
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An interesting and enjoyable 
Scuttlebutt last month.  Phil 

Heaney writes a great piece. 

There are so many stories brought to light by events like the Tassie festival. 
Remarkable rescues and restorations.  Who knows what drives people to 
begin such things.  I suppose that is easier to explain than what drives them 
to finish.  Those that do. 

When I was talked into looking at Westwind I did not want another boat to 
fix.  I was very happy that she was too far gone for me.  She got under my 
skin though and I 'took her on'. 

They say boats have a soul.  That probably came from the days of wooden 
boats.  They certainly have a dependence.  It is a mutual dependence, espe-
cially when you are sailing the deep blue sea. 

I wrote a piece in this column once about beautiful old boats that have been 
left on moorings to grow beards and ecco systems, left to die the worst 
death for a boat that was once designed and built and sailed many miles 
and life changing experiences.  Some of these boats have gone beyond it, 
true, but some are well built of very good timbers.  Those timbers are run-
ning out or no longer are available.  We obviously don't put a value on that.  
Not everything can be valued in money. 

Associations like ours that are made up of like minded individuals are very 
important in preserving these irreplaceable and usable vessels that were 
perhaps once someone's dream. 

I was very lucky in dismantling Westwind.  The job was made so much easier 
as no glue was used anywhere in the construction.  Good joinery and ingen-
ious ways to keep the water out.  All faying surfaces were liberally coated 
with red lead and bolted or nailed with copper.  (in the original construc-
tion) Also in the rebuild. 

I do apologise for getting carried away with wooden boat stuff.  The house 
is coming along reluctantly.  This only because I am over it.  The Gyprocking 
is nearly done.  If anyone told me I would use 120 kilos of filler in the joints 
that would require careful sanding or that the cornices would tax my brain 
to it's limits I would have laughed.  I mean do they realise who I am..  People 
shake their heads when I tell them I am doing the cornice.  I measure two or 
even three times, I work the cut out in my head, there can be no mistake.  I 
feel a fool even offering it up for a dry run, I mean it has to be right.  I butter 
the 3.6 metre long length of floppy, delicate cornice up with copious 
amounts of goo. It is a little harder on your own but all doable.  Then I find 
that it is totally wrong.  When the lengths are loaded up with glue they are 
also slippery.  You have it pushed into the corner where you might think the 
suction would hold it there. It starts to drop off at one end and you make a 
dive for it but too late, it breaks in half.  The very next one breaks in half 
because you are now getting nervous that it might break.  I took no chances 
with the third one, I broke it into 6 pieces and hurled it across the room.  
Things went smoothly after that and I am even getting good at it. 

It is all a means to an end; well also a means to build a house for us to live 
in.  When that rubbish is all over and I get my shed back (the shed is our 
home at present) I hope to lay a keel or restore a boat for the lakes and 
perhaps a bit of gardening.  Ah yes, and perhaps we could take dear old 
Westwind out for a sail. She will not wait forever for us. 

Happy sailing.  

 

Kind regards 

Chris  

 

 

 

 

 

Jigs were 

used for 

frame and 

small section 

lamination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 40-

tonne 

press was 

also built 

for the 

project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The original rudder was 
a large affair  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each 
block (of 
a very 
large 
number) 
was clear-
ly identi-
fied  

 

 

 

 

 

THE PAYNESVILLE REPORT 
from Chris & Gilli Dicker 

Alma Doepel Restoration 

from Peter Widders 
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BUY SWAP and SELL 
WBA members may place a non-commercial ad free of 
charge if the member’s name and phone no.  appear.   
Non-members are charged $20 for a text ad (maximum 
25 words).  $30 with a picture.   Ads will run for two 
issues, member’s ads longer if you ask for an extension.   
Submissions close on the 21st of each month. 
NOTE:  Items for free, No Charge.   Contact the Editor, see 
page 2 for details. 

FOR SALE 
26 ft Tasman yacht with inboard BMW diesel 

Complete with set of sails etc Timber interior, 

some finishing required 

Ken Travers     $8500   9629 9955 
 
FOR SALE 
 
OARS 2 pairs 
1.  A pair of long 
oars for sale, 
approx. 10' or 3.0m 
long in good 
condition $125 or 
offer.  

2.  Older made oars 
approx 7'6" or 2.3m 
long with copper 
sheeted tips. Nicely 
shaped and 
balanced   $100 
Ono.  

Peter Smith   0415 
476 829 

FOR SALE  Owner Happy to consider reasonable 
offers 

Plywood Runabout  
The boat is a half cabin in good working order.   It is 
17ft 6inches (5.33m) in length and 1.95 metres in 
width, certified to carry 5 passengers. It is made of 
timber and plywood and the bottom has been 
fibreglassed over. There is storage under the seats 
inside the cabin and all padding is 

original.  Navigation lights and an electric bilge 
pump.   The engine is a 75HP Johnson V4 2 Stroke 
with magneto ignition. The engine does not have a 
generator or an alternator (never been a problem). 
Battery only needed to start.   2 anchors and a pair 
of Ron Marks Water Skis to go with it. (No Life 
Jackets). The trailer has had new wheel bearings 
fitted and is in good condition. The boat has always 
been garaged. The trailer is registered until 
20/8/2019 and the boat is registered until 
7/11/2019. Anyone wishing to inspect, I would only 
be too happy to accommodate, just call and 
arrange a time with me. call me on either 0414 477  
662 or 02 9644 8783. The boat is located at  
Sefton.Kerry Buttriss 

FOR SALE 
WESTERN RED CEDAR 

DAR 200x22x4.9M 

         127x22x5.3M 

Total Price: $328.00 

John Wagemans 

0415 031 064  or 

braeng53@optusnet.com.au 

 

WANTED 
Oars wanted. Pair of wooden racing sculls (oars) 
of the tulip or Macon shape. Approx 9ft in length. 
Must be usable or repairable.  

Nick Lawther   0407 236 999 or 

 nicklawther2099@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR SALE 
Springbank gunter rigged GRP sailing dinghy for 
sale. 4.5m (15') long with a 1.77m (5'11") beam 
weighing 190kg. Designed by Geoff Cowap this 
dinghy is white with timber trim, alloy spars and 
tan sails giving classic looks. The cockpit is roomy 
with large buoyancy cambers under the full 
length seats and foredeck storage area. 
Easy to handle Gunter rig stores within the hull 
and provides good sailing performance with one 
or two, can plane in a breeze or can easily take a 
family. Used as a training dinghy by the Navy and 
Scouts. Easily towed by a small car on its stable 
trailer. Can take a small outboard or be rowed. 
$1000 ono. Ph Peter 0415 476 829 

FOR SALE 
Thara – 1948 Alan Payne Classic sloop  

 

34' LOA 8' 
Beam 6' 
draught  

Lovingly re-
stored in rac-
ing condition. 

Nanni 3 cylin-
der diesel 

Good sail in-
ventory 

New sheathed 
deck 2016 plus 
skylight fitted 

Raced with 
SASC in Div 1 – 
good record 

reduced to 
$39,000 

Rob Landis     
0414 741 725 

FOR SALE 
Tasmanian maritime heritage wooden dinghy. 

Built as a family fishing boat. 

15’8” (4.8 m) clinker built rowing boat, construct-

ed from King Billy and Huon Pine. 

Designed and built in 1969 by renowned Tasma-
nian boat builder, Reg Fazackerley (1893-1983), 
at Sandy Bay, Hobart. 

A signature “RF” and a year of construction under 
a seat. 

Professionally restored and repainted in August 
2013 by the Wooden Boat Centre, Franklin, Tas-
mania – unused since. 

Includes a set of restored oars, King trailer, re-
cently refurbished and registered, with an addi-
tional new spare wheel and tyre, heavy duty tie-
down straps and a new boat cover. 

One of three 16-footers built by Reg Fazackerley.  
Used initially as a family, recreational fishing boat 
until purchased by the Clarence Sea Scout in 
Hobart in 1990.  Maintained in clean, dry storage 
by the Sea Scouts.  Featured at the Hobart 
Wooden Boat Festival 2013.   

Relocated to NSW in 2017 and recently relocated 
to Toowoomba, Qld in January 2019.  

Little used during its life and in excellent condi-
tion with all original timber. 

Ready for use or to admire as a prestigious col-
lectable. 

Price $8,000 (reduced originally from $13,200) 

Phone Kim on 0428 237 524 

mailto:braeng53@optusnet.com.au
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—  —  O N  T H E  H O R I Z O N  —  —  

THIS YEAR 2019 
April 9th  Peter Gossell extracts from the “Diary of the SHF Superintendent of Works”. 
April 10th                      

April 27th / 28th Goolwa Festival – 27 and 28 April 2019  
June  11th  WBA Meeting, Gladesville Bowling & Sports Club, 2018 HHA Winner 
July   WBA Members update 
October  18-20 Davistown Putt Putt Regatta & Wooden boat Regatta  contact Neil Mulcahy  0407 336 447 

NEXT YEAR 2020 
February 22nd/23rd Raft-up at Bantry Bay 
1-3 May   Classic and Wooden Boat Festival, ANMM Darling Harbour 
June    – HH Winner 2018 
November   AGM & Film Night 
 

FOR SALE 

Classic wooden motor sailer. 

AnnieD is 9.45m LOA, 3.2m beam 
and 1.0m draught.  She was built 
by Jack Dempsey at Gladesville and 
launched in 1970 as a motor boat 
and converted with sails in 1999.  
AnnieD is powered by a 1999 40hp 
Volvo 3 cylinder diesel. She was 
recently slipped and cut back to 
bare timber below waterline and 
any maintenance done before 
antifouling. Annied has been well 
looked after, regularly maintained 
and ready for a new owner. Price is 
$59,000. Terry Reilly 0418 841 604 

Seagull Outboard donation 

The WBA is delighted to have received a donation of an operational British Seagull 
outboard motor with stand and cover from Merrin Maple-Brown with the desire to 
see it go to a good home. 

Accordingly, the WBA has agreed to offer the outboard 
motor to members in a silent auction 

Bids to be sent to Malcolm Boyd at treasurer@wba.asn.au 
or PO Box 884 Gladesville 2111 before 30 June 2019 

 

FOR SALE 

1965 British Seagull Century outboard. $450 ono. 
Starts easily and works well, but needs repairs to the fuel 
line. Original, although a bit shabby. Photos on request. 
Also as a freebie, a seized long shaft clutch type Seagull, 
mostly complete. Engines located in Northmead.  

mailto:treasurer@wba.asn.au

